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\therefore, I believe it is the business of him 
who would perceive pure morality, to ques- 
tion the purity of that which now prevails.” 

| A hundred years ago a few earnest philan- 

|thropists were inquiring into the nature 
|of the slave trade, and they found it to be 
|bad. The Society of Friends were the first 
who proclaimed publicly against the slave 

\trade and slavery, both in England and 

|America. In England, after the Society 

‘had become measurably clear of its pollu- 
tion, six individual members, in 1783, met 
in London, “‘to consider what steps they 
should take for the relief and liberation of 

the negro slaves in the West Indies, and for 
the discouragement of the slave trade on the 

coast of Africa.” 

At that day the people were as indifferent 
to the horrible iniquity of the slave-trade as 
they are at this day to the abominations of 
war. This committee found it their first 
duty to enlighten the people through the 
public press. Thomas Clarkson was provi- 
dentially raised up as a laborer in the same 
field, without any knowledge of others hav- 
ing a similar concern. He very unexpected- 


|ly became acquainted with this committee, 


and at once united with them as a co-laborer. 
It now became the business of Clarkson 


| to visit the different ports to obtain evidence 
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HOW CAN WE HELP TO ABOLISH WAR?! 


“Want of inquiry,” says Dymond “has 
been the means by which long continued 
practices, whatever has been their enormity, 
have obtained the general concurrence of the 
world, and by which they have continued to 
pollute or degrade it, long after the few who 
Inquire into their nature have discovered 
them to be bad. It was by these means that 
the slave trade was so long tolerated by this 
land of humanity. Men did not think of its | 
iniquity. We were induced to think, and 


we soon abhored, and then abolished it. | 


Ip the present moral state of the world, 


of the barbarities and cruelties of the slave- 


‘trade and spread it before the people, 


which, as Dymond says, caused them to 


| think, and then they abhored and eventually 


abolished it. 

We can now look back with wonder and 
astonishment that the horrible iniquity of 
the slave-trade was so long tolerated by 
Christians ; yet how callous and indifferent 
are the great portion of Christians of our 


day, to the tenfold mure abominable custom 


of war. Our forefathers, after they became 
fully awakened to the enormities of the 
slave-trade, labored faithfully until they abol- 
ished it. Although wars prevailed almost 
constantly during the years they lubored, the 
one great evil seemed to be enough for them 
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! 
to combat. War continues to pollute and| 
degrade the world, and there are many be-| 
sides the Society of Friends who have long) 
since inquired into its nature and found it to 
be bad. Therefore is it not the work of our 
day, to set about in earnest to abolish this far 
greater evil? The same courage and indomi- 
table perseverance will as assuredly abolish 
war from Christendom as it did the slave-| 
trade from Great Britain. But as war is far 
more extensive, so the labor must be exten- 
sive. All great movements have a begin- 
ning, and some are very small. ‘The com- 
mittee of six began the movement in Lon- 
don. Where can the beginning be made to 
influence the Christian church so well as in 
America? And who so proper to make the 
beginning as the Society of Friends? 

If all other branches of the Church had at 
their origin adopted the same views and 
practice as Friends in regard to war, wars 
would have long since ceased between 
Christian nations. But as long as the 
Church maintains its present attitude, the 
great Moloch of destruction will continue to 
destroy the people and desolate the earth. 

Now this surely ought not soto be. Accord- 
ing to the estimate of Thomas Dick, war has 
already destroyed more than fourteen thou- 
sand millions of the human race. Is that 
not enough? or must Christians continue it 
still ? 

If, after fully examining the subject, we) 
believe the time has come for Christians to 
withdraw from the support of this great in-| 
iquity, we need be at no loss to know where 
our field of labor lies. It is all around 
us, from one end of our widely-extended 
Society to the other. Our work is to labor 
with our neighbors; hand this one a tract, | 
lend the other a book, solicit subscriptions 
to the Messenger of Peace from them all. | 
Talk of war, and show the necessity of 
abolishing it, and substituting arbitration in 
its stead. Look at the barbarous war now| 
prevailing in the East, where thousands are 
daily slaughtered. Go with the reporter 
when he came to the southern portion of a 
redoubt, and hear him exclaim, ‘“‘The most 
terrible sight awaited me. I believe that 
seldom, if ever, on so small a space of 
ground, such fearfully wholesale murders 
have taken place. There lay Russians and! 
Turks, dead and wounded, heaped up into a 
very mountain of human bodies.” He en- 
countered six layers of men lying one upon 
another. Now and then an agonized cry of 
pain rose from the depth “of this hideous 
mass of confused limbs, heads, blood and 
weapons.’’ Many a still living man was 
buried under this awful heap of corpses. 
Says the reporter, ‘It was the most fearful 
moment, and the most horrible sight that I) 
have ever experienced in my life.” 
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It is painful to write of such scenes, but 
far more painful to witness them ; but imagi. 
nation fails to depict to the mind the exeru- 


| ciating agony of the living souls entombed 
|in that pile of mangled humanity. Yet this 


is only one of similar scenes of almost daily 
occurrence. 

Knowing that such are the fruits of war, 
and that wars are liable to go on indefinitely 
until the Church interposes its Christian 
power, how can we rest satisfied longer to 
withhold the key that uulocks this dormant 
power of the Church? Were we given to 
see this evil in the true light of the gospel, 
merely to guard our own members from its 
pollutions, without caring how far our part- 
ners, the other branches of the Church, were 
contaminated therewith? So long as we 
continue in this inactive position, experience 
of the past teaches us, so long will the 
church also remain inactive, and does not 
thereby a heavy and increasing weight of 
responsibility rest upon us? 

Through the influence of our Peace Asso- 
ciation a conference was held last fall in 
Philadelphia, which was a favorable begin- 
ning to a more general movement to intro- 
duce the cause of peace among the churches. 
It is proposed to bold another conference 
next spring in New York or Brooklyn, the 
success of which will depend upon its being 
composed of the right kind of persons. Fifty 
persons rightly concerned are better than five 
hundred merely well-wishers. We need a con- 
ference made up of members of every Christ- 
ian denomination; persons of commanding 
influence in their respective churches, and 
able to bring the subject before them in an 
ecclesiastical capacity as a permanent con- 
cern of the church. There are men and 
women of the right stamp scattered over 
the broad field of our labor that may be 
brought together upon that most important 
occasion, if we do our duty in finding 
them out. And unless we do our duty, 
there will not be other means sufficient to 
obtain such a gathering as the importance 
of the cause demands. 

I believe here is the most favorable op- 
portunity ever given to our Society for ad- 
vancing the cause of peace, and for commeue- 
ing a systematic effort against war that will 
eventually banish it from all Christian 
nations. 

Dear Friends, these are serious and weighty 
considerations. I believe much depends 
upon our faithfulness or unfaithfulness in re- 
gard to our testimony against war. 

Since writing the preceding I have re- 
ceived the Messenger of Peace for the pres- 
ent month, and would recommend the care- 
ful perusal of the editorial under the head of 
“Plan of Work” The following is an ex- 
tract : 
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“We wish again to call the attention of 
the members of the Society of Friends to the 
plan of work through the Preparative Meet- 
ings, adopted at the late meeting of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee at Mount Pleasant, Onio. 
The plan is very simple, easily understood, 
and a large amount of work can thus be 
done every year at very small cost, and 
greatly to ‘the benefit of those engaged in it, 
ifa few active, energetic friends of the cause 


in each particular meeting will take bold of | 


the work in good earnest. 


“As the funds of the Association are now | 


so low that we cannot employ travelling 
agents or lecturers to any extent, we must 
depend upon volunteer workers in each 
locality. 
Christian basis. We oppose war not only 
or mainly because war is inexpedient and 
bad policy, as all wrong doing is, but be 
cause war is a crime against God and man; 
a huge gigantic crime; a crime involving 
nearly every otber crime; an immense 
seething caldron of crime; a crime nestling 


and feasting in the bosom of the churcb of | 


the Prince of Peace, the author of salvation 
the great embodiment of love.” 
S.W. 


ee 
For Friends’ Review 


AUTUMN LEAVES. 


“Say not ye, There are yet four months, | 


and then cometh harvest? behold, I say 
unto you, lift up your eyes, and look on the 
fields; for they are white already to har- 
vest.”—John iv. 35. 


“Therefore said He unto them, The har-| ¢ 


vest truly is great, but the laborers are few: | 
pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, 
that He would send forth laborers into His 
harvest.”—Luke x. 2. 

Three summers ago while riding up a 
winding road on the Luzerne 
the foot-hills of the Adirondacks—we 
a meeting to be held that day in an old sc hool- 
house near the summit; catching all 
way interesting glimpses of their simple 
mode of life, the old-fashioned spinning- 
wheels of our grandmothers still standing 
near the cottage doors ready for use. 
wives and daughters of this mountain re- 
gion, looking bright and healthy, warmly 
responded to the invitation, 
promised to attend ; 
the men were all away on a “ Bee ’’—mak- 
ing a new road on the mountain side, a mile 
or two .off—and so 
the meeting in time. It 
however, to take the “ Bee” in the name of 
the Lord ; so we rode on to the place where 
it was assembled for work. A picturesque 
scene it was, truly; in the fureground, on 


was proposed, 


Remember we are working on a} 


Mountains — | 
stop- 
ped to invite the people in passing alung, to | 


the | 
The | 


and Te adily | 
but they regretted that | 


would hardly hear of| 
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the verge of the steep mountain side, the 
}men with their oxen and ploughs, cutting 
|new level fora roadway; far down below 
| them the Hudson river, here but a narrow, 
|brawling stream threading its way in and 
|out of view; beyond it rose another moun- 
tain, with a vista far-reaching northward 
| along the course of the river. 

Clambering down tothe place, we ex- 
tended the invitation to the workers; some 
of them readily accepted it, others hesitated, 
saying thatthe Lord could find them at 
|their appropriate task, as easily as at @ 
meeting ; two flatly refusing to come at all. 
When, an hour or two later, however, we 
went to the place of meeting—an old red 
building in a secluded nook of the hills— 
we were gratified to see there, not only the 
mothers and children from their mountain 
homes, but the whole company of stalwart 
men file in, their husbands and brothers 
whom we had gone to seek; and He for 
whose honor and worship they bad left their 
toil, blessed and owned the sacrifice. The 
meeting was a memorable one, crowned 


,| with His presence and power. 


It has been our privilege this fall to re-visit 
| this place. The Good Shepherd bas been 
graciously mindful of His little flock here, 
|sending His servants, one after another, to 
|look up and to feed these sheep scattered far 





off on the mountains without a shepherd. 
The old red school-house still stands; but 
close by the place where the ‘“‘ Bee” was 


|taken, a fair, new Meeting-house has been 
| ereched where they now, under the fostering 
|care of the neighboring Monthly Meeting of 
G@— F—,hold their meetings; a little commu- 
nity of newly converted souls, with all the 
| needs and imperfections incident to their 
|condition, but evidently “ growing in grace 
‘and in the knowledge of their Lord and 
| Saviour.” 

We held, this time, ‘an all-day meet- 
ing ’’ there, to the refreshment, we believe, 
of many hungry and thirsty souls. 

Among the witnesses in the meeting to 
the power of Jesus to heal and save to the 
uttermost, was an old blind man, full of 
faith and the Holy Ghost, who praised the 
Lord with wondrous fervor, that He had 
taken away his earthly sight to open the 
eyes of his soul to the glorious light and 
salvation of his Redeemer; saying ‘that till 
his outward vision was forever closed he 
never had the prospect of eternal life and 
happiness which was now bright before 
him. 

We spent a week in service at G—— 
F—,, attending the Quarterly Meeting, 
which is alarge one; comprising many in- 
fluential and earnest working Christians 
| amongst its members. 

The new and commodious Meeting-house, 
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erected here the past year, will afford New| 


York Yearly Meeting ample accommoda- 
tions for its proposed alternate sessions at 
this place; and we trust it will not prove 
to have entailed too heavy a burden upon 
the spiritual health and life of the commu- 
nity who weekly gather there. 

Our last evening was devoted to a gospel 
temperance meeting in this house,which was 
well filled with an attentive audience. At 
the close of the meeting some interesting 
testimonies were given, among them that of 
a French-Canadian woman, whose simple, 
straightforward recital of her sufferings for 
many long years from the dru:kenness of | 


her husband and son, was truly affecting ; | 


and how in despair of all earthly help she 
had fled to the Lord for refuge and aid. In 
answer to her prayers and urgent entreaties, 
the husband was present and came forward 
to seek forgiveness of his sins; his mind 
was somewhat clouded, and his body enfee- 
bled by the life he had led, and we would not 
over-estimate the result, yet we thanked the 
Lord that he had thus come just as he was, 


to the Lamb of God, whose blood could wash 


away his sins; and we hopefully commend- | 
ed him and his poor wife to One who was 


able not only to save but to keep him from | 


falling, even to the end. 








From this point we passed on to Q 
H , noted as one of the strong holds of 
Quakerism in the olden times, where we 
found the dear Friends overflowing with all 
the hereditary hospitality of our fathers, and | 





ready to welcome those who came in the| 


name of Jesus and in the order of the 
church. So far from finding that the 
word of the Lord was at all restrained here 
through any traditional narrowness or for- 
mality, we felt that it was sustained by the 
prayers of the people, and had free course 
and was glorified in the meetings that fol- 
lowed. A willingness prevailed not osly to 
make way for the regular Bible readings, 
but for such definite work as the Lord seem- 
ed to lead us into. 

The meetings before and after the Quar- 
terly Meeting were seasons of especial favor; 
and at the business session the same scene 
was witnessed as at C , two months or 
more ago; the unpaid quotas to the Yearly 
Meeting being made up by open, voluntary 
subscriptions at the time; which removed 
a burden that might have proved difficult 
otherwise to deal with. 

In country places the hearts of the people 
turn to Friends, and by time-honored custom | 
they came from the neighboring villages for 
miles around to attend the public meeting on 
the morning following the Quarterly Meet- 








ing, filling the house and porch to over-! 
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flowing. We trust that these and the 
succeeding meetings have left a permanent 
impression for good among the young peo- 
ple and others of the vicinity. 





* Quakers, sir,’”’—said the baggage-master 
at B——-, near the western verge of the 
State, of whom we inquired our route— 
‘they are a queer people, aren’t they, who 
sit still in their meetings and do not allow 
any one to speak? There’s a meeting of 
them somewhere down the road.” So we 
went on. not knowing, step by step, asking 
our way from station to station; but even 
in this, so lovingly cared for that just before 
the clo: dy night closed in with a heavy rain- 
‘fall, we reached our destination, warmly 
welcomed and safely housed by kind-hearted 
Friends. 

At C there are the remnants of a 
Monthly Meeting, once large and important. 
Active, prayerful workers, in other parts of 
|the Quarter, to which this belongs, bear it 
on their hearts before the Lord, and seek to 
| strengthen the things that remain; and 
through the blessing of Him who has prom- 
ised: “I will bring again that which was 
driven away, and will bind up that which 
was broken, and will strengthen that which 
| was sick:’? we hope that a brighter future 
lies before it, as before other portions of our 
church ; a day when many more young souls 
shall be aroused to a sense of their sins and 
‘of their needs, and gently led to their 
Saviour; finding, as they come to Him, 
salvation and strength for the new life open- 
ing before them; when a knowledge of the 
truth as it is in Jesus and of the infinite love 
of God in Him, may so fill all hearts, that 





,, errors of doctrine or practice may find no 


place. These earnest longings on the part 
of some were spread before the Lord at this 
| time, and the meetings were held under the 
loving influence of His Holy Spirit; a time 
of humiliation before him, of fervent seeking 
for His guidanee, and of reconsecration to 
His service. 

These Friends were encouraged to re-open 
a First day school and Bible-class. They 
| were promptly furnished with some Bibles 
and other books by the Association in Phila- 
delphia; and have since continued the un- 
dertaking with a hopeful measure of success. 





Nowhere has the beneficial effect of Gen- 
eral Meetings been more signally and per- 
manently manifested than in S——o. Five 
years ago two Preparative Meetings existed 
in this section within a few miles of each 
other, both so weak and thinly attended— 
suffering from the effect of schism and con- 
troversy, which had divided and sub-divi- 
ded their numbers—that it was under con- 





FRIENDS’ 


sideration to lay one of the meetings down, 
whose house was much out of repair. The 
headquarters of the Separatists at P 

R lay between these two meetings, and 
the desolating influence of the contiguity 
was felt by each. 

About this time a General Meeting was 
appointed here, at which Robert Lindley 
Murray and Allen Jay, with others, were 
present; and the first note of a revival was 
sounded with power, awakening many sleep- 
ing souls. 

A year later, in the summer of 1874, a 
still more wondrous outpouring of the 
Lord’s Holy Spirit was manifested at a 
General Meeting here, at which John Henry 
Douglas and David B. Updegraff, with other 
ministers of the gospel, were present; and 
which it was our privilege to attend. 

The whole church, assembled here at 
a Quarterly Meeting, seemed to bumble itself 
before the Lord under the powerful preach- 
ing of the gospel, and the unfolding of the 
word of the Lord, not only to the uncon- 
verted, but for the edification of His be- 
lieving children, that they might grow there- 
by. Intribes and families they gave them. 
selves, vocally, in full consecration to their 
loving Redeemer ; and many covenants were 


made that day, which have been kept by the | 


power of God unbroken unto this day; and 
many who were converted before that, yet 
date their real enjoyment of religion and 
satisfaction in a Christian walk, to that 
memorable occasion. 

The result is seen in the thorough repair 
and refitting of the Meeting-house, which it 
had been proposed to close up and abandon ; 
in which, asin the other house, a goodly 
congregation of living Christians regularly 
meet, who are drawing, by the testimony of 
their lips, and of their changed lives, others 
to the Saviour. 

We spent some days at each of these 
meetings, in loving service for our dear Lord, 
which we felt continually was upheld by the 
prayers of a living church. 


BuRLineton, N. J., Eleventh month, 1877. 
o- 
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SHALL THE CHURCHES USE THE 
THEATRES. 


Ata recent meeting of ministers of one 


au. 


of our largest denominations, held in Boston, | 


& series of resolutions was offered looking to 


the adoption and purification of the theatre | 
by the church, that it may become useful as | 


a teacher of public morals. 

It is difficult to conceive a more unwise 
movement of a religious body than this. 
When the “Christian publie” recognize the 


Tama as a teacher of public morals, the! 
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Christian Sabbath will be an appropriate 
| day for the exercise of its gifts. When the 
‘actor is by common Christian consent, re- 
| garded as a religious instructor, the clergy 
may find that even the interesting popular 
preacher must give way, and the stage dis- 
| place the pulpit. 

| The vexed question of the “non-attendance 
of children upon the services of the sanc- 
tuary” will be settled. Whole families will 
be eager to go to the play. But these are 
the smaller considerations. The real evil of 
theatrical amusement lies deeper. ‘ The 
constant acting of parts and familiarity with 
such action,” is a fundamental evil, exactly 
and squarely opposed to the sincerity and 
openness of the Gospel. 

Can any man whose calling obliges him 
to assume fora season the character of a 
very wicked person, be made better by it. 
On the other hand, will the hypocricy re- 
quired of him, assuming to represent even 
an opposite character, be of the nature of 
Christian culture ? 

Will any, but especially the young, who 
attend plays week after week (even after the 
rectification of the stage by the ‘“Church’’), 
be likely to become firmer believers in the 
truth, because they have been trained to 
mere representation? On the contrary, will 
not a mind thus trained, form a habit of 
looking upon the world as a stage, each 
man and woman as ‘playing a part,” and 
even history itself, sacred as well as profane, 
as simply a record of the world’s play act- 
ing of the past ? 

The question of “ popular amusements,” 
is just now claiming the attention of pro- 
fessing Christians to an unusual extent. 
The war opened the churches to the admis- 
sion of entertainments of an unusual char- 
acter. These have become features, and 
now comes, as a sequence, the adoption of 
the drama. 

Let no Christian be deceived. Wherever 
our religion has been preached, it has aided 
and stimulated every institution for the pub- 
lic good, and the fact that the church and 
theatre have not already met, is to be ex- 
plained only by the one base principle of the 
latter to be found in the one word “ acting.” 

W. F. Mirowene. 


————— 


THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS. 


Continuation —- these, of the Non-Sacra- 
mentarian and Higher Life Record from the 
Earlier Ages to the Present time. 

By the Editor of the Christian Reformer. 

(Continued from page 210.) 

[From the Introduction to the Life of 
George Fox, in Friends Library by Wm. and 
Thomas Evans, a picture is given of the 
extreme demoralization prevailing in Great 
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| 

Britain «during the reigns of James I. and | sion, and have exerted a mighty influence in 
Charles 11. Sports, games, wakes and revels | more than one nation In promoting peace, 
were very acceptable to the gentry, clergy | securing the amelioration of the condition 
and common people.] The writer continues : | of prisoners and the oppressed, and the exer- 
Perhaps more than any others of the Friends, | cise of the spirit of philanthropy aud Chris. 
George Fox and William Penn reached the| tian love everywhere. 

ears of king and government, and being in| This concern for the welfare of the African 
no case political partisans they exhorted to | slaves, and all who were oppressed, was ever 
a reform of the laws in this wise: George |r-tained by the Friends, and induced their 
Fox, being deeply affected with these im. | universal co-operation with Wilberforce and 
moralities, and desiring to see them removed, |Clarkson, in the suppression of the slave 


thus proposed : \trade. Also, in their overleaping the boun- 
« Let all the laws of England be brouzht into a| dary lines of the denomination, in the case 
known tongue.’ |ot an appeal made to them in behalf of the 


« Let no swearer, nor curser, nor drunkard bear any | Oberlin College (Congregational), in 1838, 
office whatever, nor be put in any place of trust | This university in Ohio, having opened its 

“ Let n ne keep alehouses or taverns but those who Rieke’ ty ‘the “sod poor of all nations and 
fear God—that will nit let the creatures of God be “a¥ dpteesel 
destro) ed by drunkenness colors, and both sexes, became em aati 

«Let no man keep an alehouse or tavern that keeps|in its finances, in consequence of popular 
bowls, shuffle-boards, or fiddlers, or dice, or cards. prejudices and commercial revu!sions in 

“ Let neither beggar, nor blind people, nor father- America: hence, an embassy, consisting of 
less, nor widows, nor cripples, go begging up and down | Rev. John Keep and William Dawes, Trus- 
the streets; buta house be provided for them all, and : Sh Bautind’ wh 
also meat, that there may be never a beggar among | tees of Oberlin, Ww as sent to sngland, who 
you. raised about $30,000 in aid of the institu- 

“Let all wearing of gold lace and costly attire be | tion, in a few months, chiefly contributed by 
ended, and clothe the naked, and feed the hungry, with the Society of Friends. 


the superfluity; and turn not your ear away from the | Thus have they shown, moreover, that in 


cry of the poor.” ; . : 
> rejecting a ceremonial law they have the 


more effectually established the moral law. 

“I was under great suffering of spirit because of | pov have shown that their peculiar mode 

the sanguinary character of the penal code of Great f preaching holiness, or the higher Chris- 

Britain, specially concerning their putting to death for |! Preaching holiness, 0 ib Viale techibblde 

small matters, and reminded the rulers it was contrary | tian life, has been justified y their practice 

to the law of God in old time, as well as to the benign | thereof, in the face of all Christendom, and 
spirit of the gospel.” He urges to amend the laws| of q frowning world. 

soap “ Let no one be othe ae 7 — ae | And Richard Baxter, no great friend of 

r money, or any outward thing; but let them restore a . ass 

/ : > alere g gs ¢ rng *y suffered 

and mind the law of God—which is equity and meas the Quakers, tes tific s that whatthey su oe 

urable to the offence. }at the hands of wicked rulers had a great 

“ Let none be jailors that are drunkards, swearers, | tendency, through their constancy, patience, 

or oppressors of the people, but such as may be good 
examples to the prisoners. 


George Fox adds: 


and offering themselves as substitutes in 
: ; |suffering, one for another, in changing the 
“ Let none lie long in jail, for that is the way to ind f_ he unwh snt towards them and 
spoil the people, and to make more thieves, for there | ™!NG Of the government towards ; 
they learn wickedness together. others. He Says: 
“Let all jails be in wholesome places, that the 


prisoners may not lie in the filth and straw, like chaff, 
etc.” 3 


«“ The Quakers did greatly relieve the sober peopl: 
for a time, for they were so resolute and so gloried in 
their constancy and sufferings, as they were dragged 
daily to the common jail, yet desisted not—but he 
rest came the next day—abundance of them died in 


| prison, and yet they con:inue their assemblies s ill. 


Respecting certain nuisances he said : 
“ Let these things be mended.” 


He enjoined masters to train their negroes 
in the fear of God, and after certain years 
of servitude to set them free. And all 
Friends he exborted to instruct and teach 


the Indians and negroes, that Christ, by the | Orme, tae biographer of Baxter, also re- 
grace of God, tasted death for every man. | marks: 


!hus he showed the benevolence of his| «tyadthere been more of the same determined 
spirit, bis love of “peace on earth,” his spirit among others, which the Friends displayed, the 
‘ good-will to men,” and in times of perse- sufferings of all parties would sooner have one ae 
cution his good-will even to enemies. Thus|¢™d. - ~~ The conduct of the ag las 
the Friends used their chosen appellation, | "#!y t© their honor. In withstanding the in'é by 

a apt D+ | ences of government with the rights of conscience, Dy 
and their known character as peacemakers. | which they finally secured those privileges they 5° 
What George Fox thus inculcated by pre-| richly deserved to enjoy, their heroic and prspowerine 
cept, William Penn, in America, illustrated | conduct entitles them to the veneration of all the 
in practice, in his colony in Pennsylvania. | fiends of civil and religious freedom. 


. : , , ranchise- 
They have ever opposed war and oppres- These sufferings for your enfrancht 


At one time more than four thousand ol 
them were in jail, or prison, because of their 
adherence to their principles. Many of these 
perished through their sufferings 
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| 
ment, Christian reader, they endured through 


a period of thirty years. 

They aimed ever to manifest their consist- 
ency by a rigidly consistent example. In- 
deed, such must have been the firmness and 
enthusiasm of these devoted and persecuted 
witnesses to the self-denying principles of 
the gospel, that it were not to be wondered 
at, if at tim s their zeal was not according 
to the highest wisdom, and led them into 
certain extremes of action which a less lax 
state of society respecting morals would not 
have required. That long perversion of the 
gospel and its institutions, and grievous 
abuses of sacred functions, may require bold 
and unaccustomed forms of rebuke, is unde- 
niable, and also a total disuse of what other- 
wise might have been admissible. Never- 
theless, that the real principles and practices 
of the primitive Quakers did approach ex- 
ceedingly near the gospel standard, perhaps 
nearer than any cotemporary religious| 
reformers, there seems to no room to 
question. God was truly with them in 
mighty power, and this mighty power of 
truth and of life from God working within 
them, as the puwer working within the earth 
causes the earth to quake and tremble, and 
as they called on the obdurately wicked at 
times to tremble before God, they at length 
gained the appellation of Quakers or Trem- 
blers—a name given them in derision, but 
really indicative of the highest honor con- 
ferred on them by God Himself. 

God set His seal upon their labors ina 
most marked manner, so that not ogly were 
numbers brought to confess to the truth in 
the face of great obloquy and reproach, but 
also to the enabling of them to endure the 
, oft, of all that «arth calls dear; and in 
stripes, in imprisonments, in confiseations 
of goods, in barbarous treatment at the 
hands of petty officers of government, and 
& surrounding host of petty and in- 
formers, watching detect in some 
laws, 


be 


loss 


spies 


to them 


violation of the infamous conformity 
that they might pounce upon and make a 
prey of them, they stood firm, and endured 
with meekness all this; and triumphed ulti- 


mately over the foes of God 
lony-suffering and patience. 
Yes, they gained the Christian 
through suffering and martyrdom, enduring 
With such fortitude and meekness their afflic- 
tions, that in due time the civil powers 
became ashamed of their conduct in perse-| 
cuting the inoffensive who were ready to 
suffer for conscience sake, and were re ady to 
relax the rigor of those laws requiring such | 
persecution, and were ready to annul them | 
long before the clergy and bishops would 
consent. Thus was the Protestant cause in 
England (and also in America) dishonored 


and 


man by | 


signet | 
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by a spirit of bigotry and persecution, on 
the part of Protestants, which what them- 
selves had suffered at the hands of the 
Papacy should long before have cured. But 
their long-suffering triumphed even over 
chureh prejudices, and the bigotry of secta- 
rians; for they were found ever as ready to 
plead for tolerance and lenity towards others 
who were suffering for conscience’ sake as 
for themselves. William Penn, one of their 
number, gained great influence at court, and 
through his intercessions very many were 
set at liberty from long imprisonment, both 
of Quakers and the Puritans. And to their 
influence, as much as to any other cause, is 
to be attributed the ultimate decline of the 

spirit of persecution for conscience’ sake. 
(To be continued.) 

oo 

GENERAL MEETING. 


A General Meeting in Richmond, Va., be- 
gan Seventh-day afternoon, the eleventh, 
with a preparatory devotional meeting, 
in which the Friends were united in waiting 
upon the Lord to seek for an especial blessing 
upon the meetings to follow. On First-day 
morning another devotional meeting was 
held, and at eleven and four very large and 
satisfactory public meetings in the Frieuds 
Meeting-house, which were attended by many 
ot other denominations. Two large meetings 
were held in the evening, one in a Methodist 
Meeting-house, and the other in the African 
Baptist place of worship. During the week 
meetings were held in Friends Meeting-huuse 
in the morning, and in the evening at other 
places of worship, which were, some of them, 
so crowded that many were obliged to go 
away. A deep interest was manifested in 
the simple, full gospel that was preached, and 
the exposition of the spiritual views of 
Friends, with their practical result in every- 
day life, made a great impression upon the 
pec ople. Eliza! eth L. Comstock and Hannah 
Thistleth waite were there, and some members 
of the committee from Baltimore. 


-2- 


Tue Laspor ProptemM.— The Christian 
World states that, ‘‘ The Bishop of Man 
chester (England), has been writing upon 
the subject of strikes. ‘ Christianity,’ he 
says, ‘if it cannot solve these social pro- 
| blems, yet ought to be able to help in their 
| solution by preparing the mind for a calm, 
| unbiassed and equitable .consideration of 
‘the case in all its elements.’” This calm, 
unbiassed consideration must flow from the 
| unselfishness of a heart under the dominant 
influence of Christian love—one possessed 
by the Spirit of Christ. 
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SEPARATION FROM THE WORLD. 


‘“‘ Wherefore come out from among them 


which pleases God. The dress, the manners, 
the words, the very tones of voice may in- 
dicate the worldling on the one hand, or on 
| the other the humble follower of Christ, 
who finds that, separate from the world, his 
God receives him, and is a Father to him ; 
and who is ready with the apostle to say, 


and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and)‘ Behold what manner of love the Father 
touch not the unclean thing; and I will re-| hath bestowed upon us that we should be 
ceive you, and will be a Father unto you, | called the sons of God.” 


and ye shall be my sons and daughters, 
saith the Lord Almighty.”—2 Cor. vii. 18. 


————_ «oe 





“THE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW, for Novem- 


Because the Corinthians were already | ber and December, 1877," contains five articles 
Christians by regeneration, and had received | 2" the Resumption of Specie Payments, by Hugh 


McCulloch, Judge W. D. Kelley, David A, 


the Spirit, so that they were the temples of | Wells, General Thomas Ewing, Joseph S. Ropes, 
the living God, they were instructed to be and Secretary Sherman. The views of these dis- 
separate from their former heathen associ- Gaguened wanes very Seeneenay. | anes Sal 


ley and Thomas Ewing ascribe the financial dis- 


ates. But how separate? Not by withdraw- | tress almost wholly to the attempt at resumption 
ing from business or even proper social re- by the contraction of the currency, and predict 


lations with them, but separate from them 


still greater suffering from its accomplishment. 
Secretary Sherman admits that the law regula- 


in all acts which expressed their alienation | ting the mode of resumption is not framed in the 
from God; such as eating meats offered to wisest manner, but deems that as it cannot be 
. 


amended at this late day, the present course of 


idols, or those’ games, shows, and amuse-|the treasury should be persevered in. He calls 
ments which were pervaded by the spirit of | tention to the fact that the panic of 1873 and 


the world. 


‘all the train of events that led to every failure 
that has occurred since, had been fully consum- 


He who walks with Christ, though he mated before the Resumption Act was passed,” 


will associate with the irreligious in the fual- 


filment of every duty, and will not “ go out 
of the world into monkish retirement,” will 
yet be separated from it in the spirit of his 
mind, and show this in his conduct. Christ, 
“that He might sanctify the people with 
His own blood, suffered without the gate; ” 
those who would abide in Him, must go 
forth with Him without the camp bearing 
His reproach. 


and he expects to secure resumption before the day 
fixed by law. He regards the revival of confi- 





In what way this separation shall show 
itself must be left much to the Lord’s teach- 
ings to each obedient soul. But if the soul 
clings to its Lord, this separation will show 
itself in act, as well as in the spirit of the 
Christian. . 

When we speak of a worldly man or a 
worldly woman and turn our thoughts from 
such a one toa pure, lowly-minded Christian, 
how great is the contrast. One lives for 
the world’s esteem, the other seeks the 
praise of God; the one lives for time only, 
the other for time and for eternity ; the one 
lives ever in the eye of his fellow-men, the 
other has a single eye to Christ; the one 
does what pleases himself, the other that 





dence and of business, which has already begun, 
as due to the general impression that our finances 
were on a more solid basis in the near prospect 
of specie, payments. 

‘* The War in the East,” is by General Geo. B. 
McClellan, who anticipates the success of Rus- 
sia, both in Asia and Europe. 

“ The Southern Question,’ by Chas. Gayané, 
** America in Africa,” by Bishop Gilbert Haven ; 
and ‘* How Shall the Nation Regain Prosperity,” 
hy D. A. Wells, are araong the more interesting 
of the other articles in this number, 

The North American Review will be published 
in the future by D. Appleton & Co., New York. 


————_—__—_<-go—______—. 


THE KINDERGARTEN GuIDE—an_ illustrated 
Hand-book, designed for the instruction of Kin- 
dergartners, Mothers and Nurses, by Maria 
Kraus-Boelte and John Kraus, has just been is- 
sued by E. Steiger & Co., New York, whose high 
reputation as publishers of works on the subject 
of Kindergartens is an assurance of its merit. 
The same company also supply the series of 
Gifts for Children,” well-known to teachers of 
these children’s schools, and which are desirable 
for family as well as school use. 


——— ———— 


“‘SHUTE’S RECORD FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOL SCHOL- 
ARS."’—This is a class-book for the use of scholars, 
in which they can keep a record of their,own and 
teachers’ attendance and punctuality, time de- 
voted to study of lesson, contributions, and of 
library books used, It will enable a scholar to 
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remedy defects. Price, 60 cents per dozen. 


review his own conduct and stimulate him to | find a market for their oysters, that they are of good 
quality this year. The shell oysters are sent in barrels. 


“Shute’s Time Saving Library Record for | Opened oysters in kegs holding from one to five gal- 
Bible-schools,’"—An experienced superintendent | ons, or in one or two quart cans, hermetically sealed. 


assures us that this is the best Record he has | 


ever known. Adapted for five hundred scholars, | 


it will last for a long time. Price, by mail, $1.50. | 
Eben. Shute, 52 Bromfield St., Boston. 


LAY PREACHING AND TEACHING. 


The newly appointed Bishop of Truro, Eng., 
has Cornwall included in his diocese, and finds 
that its mining population is so largely Christian | 
under the influence of the lay preaching of the 
Wesleyans, that he proposes to employ the same 
agency, and place large trust in laymen. 

Attendance at the Biennial Bible-school Con- 
ference gave a strong impression of the power for 
propagating the truth of the gospel, possessed by 
five hundred such Christian workers as were then 
present. Being of the people, they will have the | 
sympathy of their neighbors, and find ready ac- 
cess to their confidence. The power of the Soci- 
ety of Friends for spreading Christianity, from its 
principle of liberty to each to use all his gifts 
under Divine guidance, ought to be great. | 
Enough of organized direction to make the work- 
ers most effective, and of authoritative instruc- 
tion by those already well taught in spiritual | 
truth,so that they would know what to teach,would 
promote the efficiency of all our workers, without 
abridging their true liberty. This was illustrated | 
by one of the more intelligent of the teachers | 
at the Conference, who said, ‘‘ We are now filled | 
with earnest desires to work, and are ready to do} 
our best, but we need to be instructed by some | 
authorized persons, what are sound views of Bible | 
truth ; for this we look to our own Society, and | 
desire not to have to go to others for it.”” 

Western Yearly Meeting is giving some prac- 
tical attention to this subject. 
SANTEE RR RS RN ET RE } 


THE ALUMNI AssocIATION OF HAVERFORD COL- 
LEGE, Pennsylvania, offers a prize of $250, or £50, for 
the best Essay on “ The most Practical Plan for Pro- 
moting the Speedy Substitution of Judicial, for Violent | 
Methods of Settling International Disputes.” 

The essays, accompanied by sealed envelopes, con- | 
taining the name and address of the authors, are to be 
submitted before the end of the year 1878, to the | 
undersigned, who will report the result of their adjudi- | 
cation at the Annual Meeting of the Alumni, occurring | 
in the ensuing summer. | 

he Association reserves the privilege of retaining 
all of the essays that compete for the prize. 
FRANCIS T. KiNG, Baltimore, Md., 
Jas. WHITALL, Philadelphia, Penna., 
Jno. B. GARRETT, “ “6 


Adjudicators. 
PHILADELPHIA, Eleventh mo. 3d, 1877. 





ee 


GrorcE Dixon wishes us to inform the friends of | 
the Freedmen that he is continuing to help them to | 


Agents wanted. 


Address G. Dixon, Hampton, Va. 








CORRESPONDENCE. 








Since the subjoined letters were written, 
we have met with the Friends who indited 
them, and with the assurance that we have 


‘Christian love for each other, and all sin- 


cerely desire the welfare of the Society with 
which we are connected, although we may 
differ in judgment, we freely accede to their 
request for the publication of their letters. 
If it was merely a question of self-justifica- 
tion it might be suggested that the article 
criticized does not state that “the Friends 
of any particular Yearly Meeting are alone 
responsible for its business,” but that 
Friends have mutual privileges and interests 
in all the Yearly Meetings; that although 
some of the Yearly Meetings may have re- 
ferred in their minutes of advice to the need 
of more care in waiting on the Lord in 
meetings, and closer watchfulness for spirit- 
ual guidance, it is not usually regarded as a 


_work of supererogation for public papers to 


call attention to and emphasize the conclu- 


sions of legislative bodies, whether civil or 


ecclesiastical ; and that unless they always 
speak in terms of approval of all that is 
done they may be liable to the charge of 
censorship ; that if defects do exist in the 
church, immediate attention may prevent 
their growth and make their correction 
more easy ; and that as all members have 
not the same office. writers may have theirs, 
to which they should be faithful. But per- 
sonal ends are not in our view; rather the 
prosperity of the church, desiring duly to 
honor all to whom the Lord has entrusted 
gifts for His service. We wish only that 
all may so be co-workers, that the church 
being “‘ fitly joined together and compacted 
by that which every joint supplieth, accord- 
ing to the effectual working in the measure 
of every part may mniake increase of the 
body unto the edifying of itself in love.’ 


———— 


‘ET US REASON TOGETHER.” 


To Editor of ‘‘ Friends’ Review.” —A very 
suggestive article has fallen under our notice, 
giving rise. amongst others. to the following 
queries: If the writer really believes that 
“the Friends of any particular Yearly Meet- 
ing are alone responsible for its business,” 


‘and if a transatlantic Friend “‘is frankly and 


flatly told as much in the presence of 4 
Yearly Meeting, and  non-transatlantic 
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Friends are impliedly censured for undue in- 
terference from the safe ambush of a ‘corres- 
pondent,’”’ might not a writer, under anoma- 
lous circumstsnces too, be amenable to the 
like animadversion (Rom. ii. 1.)? Is it not 
a work of supererogation to urge upon the 
‘immediate attention of Friends,” that 
which it is so “very evident from accounts 
of the Yearly Meeting- and the tone of their 
minutes of advice” has already received 
their careful and official ‘attention 2?” Is 
not the delicacy of the task of this volun- 
teered censorship of “ministers who go 
abroad” increased, and the accuracy of its 
conclusions seriously impaired by the official 
declarations of the themselves, 
where their “committees to superintend the 
holding of religious meetings” report, as in 
Indiana, “that all the held had 
been favored seasons,”’ aud others doing sub 
stantially the same thing? Is not the con- 
descension which admits that the “use of 
methods immediately suggested of the Spirit 
may be useful at times,” 


meetings 


ine etings 


nullified and ex- 
posed by the sweeping dictum, that they 
“are not adapted to the worship” of another 
assembly? Is not that a question to be de- 
cided at the time and on the spot, by an “en 
tire dependence on the immediate sugges- 
tions of the Spirit?” And if who are 
most likely to discover the will of God. mini- 
sters of Christ who are present, and whom 
He and tie church hold accountable, or ob- 
servers and writers who are not so held? 
Is the sensitiveness and evident jealousy 
concerning ‘personal leadership,” partici- 
pated in and talked about by the truly 
spiritual and effective workers in the church 
who humbly take their places, whether 
more or less conspicuous, as God appoints ? 
Would not aspersions about an “assumed 
leadership” in disregard of the Lord’s 
promptings be less frequent if there was 
only more true humility—of esteeming 
others better than ourselves? Would it not 
be “a violation of that charity which is bet 
ter than all gifts,” to characterize God’s 
mode of “turning the way of the wicked 
upside down,” (Ps. exlvi. 9) as “riding 
rough shod over convictions,” &¢c.? Pro. 
fessing to believe the Holy Ghost is present 
in the assemblies of believers, to empower 
for worship and service and to direct therein, 
is it not presumptuous in any to undertake 
to prescribe just how the “First-day morning 
meeting should be held ?” 

After all, does not much of our present 
distress have its root in downright unbelief, 
and come from terror lest things will not go 
right in the future—from apprehensions for 
our ecclesiastical system—from the peace- 
loving and compromising elements in the 
church, who seem determined to invert 


SO, 
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God’s order, and cry “first peaceable, then 
pure,” from a benumbed and torpid formalism 
that has no note of praise to Jesus for the 
miracles he works, but ‘‘goes about to kill 
him” for the irregularity of the working? 
May we not thus faithfully, yet lovingly, be 
warned not to be found fighting against 
God, but that our Lord’s rebuke to John 
(Luke ix. 49,50) may not be lost on us. 
Nor yet that of Moses to Joshua, fifteen 
hundred years before, ‘‘Enviest thou for my 
sake? Would God that all the Lord’s peo- 
ple were prophets.” 
‘‘Eldad, they said, and Medad there 
Irregularly bold, 
By Moses uncommissioned, dare 
A separate meeting hold! 
And s#//, whom none but Heaven will own, 
Men whom the world decry, 
Men, authorized by God alone, 
Presume to prophesy ! 
‘“* How often have we blindly done, 
What zealous Joshua did, 
Impatient to the rulers run, 
And cried, ‘‘ My lords, forbid! 
Silence the schismatics, constrain 
Their ways with ours to agree, 
And sacrifice the souls of men 
To idol unity /” 


D. B. UppEGRAFF. 
Eleventh mo., 1877. 


2. 
6th, 1877 

Editor Friends’ Review —Dear Friend :— 
In thy editorial of 3d inst. there is matter 
and method that must give pain to every 
right-minded Friend. 

It is sad indeed that in a church organiza- 
tion, professing to be presided over and 
guided by the great Head of the church, 
any should assume to control or guide in its 
worship or discipline, except as guided 
themselves by the Holy Spirit; and, if pos- 
sible, still more to be deplored is the fact, 
that those charged with thus offending are 
in the sacred and responsible station of 
ministers of the gospel, commissioned by 
the Lord and set apart by the church to 
proclaim the glad tidings of 
through faith in a crucified, risen, and glori- 
fied Redeemer. 

In common with many I am entirely in 
the dark as to what ground there is upon 
which to base such a serious charge; | 
therefore write to ask, yea to entreat for 
light—for some specific, definite information 
on a subject of so much importance to the 
present and future well-being of the church ; 
and also, as a simple act of justice to every 
member of the Society of Friends who bears 
the relation thereto of ministers of the g0s- 
pel, any or all of whom may be considered 
under censure by implication as the case 
now stands. 

In speaking of the sources of information 


New York, Eleventh mo 


salvation 





FRIENDS 
that seem to have called forth the article re- 
fered to, thou quotes the views of a corres- 
pondent. Now, all know that in every 
Yearly Meeting there are burdened, dis- 
contented minds, who are not at all in bar- 
mony with nor representing the judgment 
or sentiments of the meetings to which they 
belong, who are only too glad to avail of 
such an opportunity to vent their grievances, 
and thus to procure any help and comfort 
they ean, while really not properly repre- 
senting the sentiment of any one but them- 
selves, nor the judgment or action of the 
meetings on behalf of which they profess to 
speak; and thus any minister who goes 
forth in the name of his Master, and takes 
any part in these deliberative bodies, or in 
the meetings for worship either, is almost 
sure to meet opposition, and be liable to 
such a charge as is now brought against 
“some ministers.” 

Iam glad to notice, however, that thou 
also says “‘that thoughts like these are 
shared by many, is evident from the tone of 
the minutes of advice of some of the Yearly 
Meetings, and of the Yearly Meetings on 
Ministry and Oversight.” Here, then, is a 


tangible, official source of information; and 
I hope thou wilt favor your subscribers and 
others interested with the perusal of these 


documents, or at least so much of them as 
bear on this subject, as soon as practicable ; 
so that we may be enlightened on that 
which is now shrouded in mystery. I have 
attended three different Yearly Meetings 
this year, and read the reports of each of 
the others as they have come in course, 
without having discovered the least disposi- 
tion on the part of any visitor on these in- 
teresting occasions “to ride rough-shod, as 
it were, over the convictions of others,” or 
to improperly interfere with the independent 
conducting of each meeting by its own 
members. 

May we all abound in that Christian 
charity which “ihinketh no evil,” and thus 
be enabled to labor harmoniously together 
in the exercise of our different gifts, so that 
each and all may contribute to the advance- 
ment of the Redeemer’s kingdom, and the 
upbuilding of our branch of His church 
upon ber only and eternal foundation. 


In love thy friend, Taos. W. Lapp. 


FRIENDS’ SYRIAN MISSION. 


3RUMANA, MT. LeBaNnon, Syria, Tenth mo. 3d, 1877 

To E. J.: Dear Sir:—As Th. Waldmeier’s 
hands are very full of work at present, he 
requested me to write you and to give you 
some information concerning the 
work here. Having had the pleasure of 
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|meeting you at Stafford Allen’s house in 
London, | am much pleased to have this 
opportunity of renewing our acquaintance. 
I have come out to this country as a mis- 
sionury to the Bedouins. When I arrived 
here Th. Waldmeier received me into his 
house and treated me as a member of his 
family, giving all the assistance that lay in 
his power to further me in the work. For 
the fuur months in which I have been in his 
house, I have had much Christian commu- 
nion with him, and during that time I have 
learned to love him as a whole-hearted ser- 
vant of the Lord Jesus. 

The blessing which the Master has caused 
to rest upon this work, ought to call forth 
the praise and thankfulness of His servants, 
whose hearts He has inclined to 
therein. 

The ten schools are a great power for good 

}amongst the priest-ridden inhabitants. The 

children commit many portions of the Bible 
to memory, and it is their daily reading- 
book. 

During a recent examination of the schools, 
the boys showed great intelligence in their 
answers to questions on secular subjects, as 
well as a sound knowledge of Scripture his- 
tory. 

Th. Waldmeier has been enabled, by the 
assistance of Richard Allen, to open a school 
in a Maronite village called ‘Jura,’ which 
is scarcely an hour from here. The people 
gladly welcomed it, but the priests and 
bishop sternly opposed it, and have threat- 
ened to beat the teacher if he did not leave 
the village. In spite of the opposition 
there are thirty scholars in attendance. 

The weekly and monthly meetings are 
much prized by all who take part in them, 
for they tend much to their edification. 

The new house is nearly finished, but will 
not be opened till the Deputation comes 
from England. I am sure you would be 
much pleased to see it now, as it is a fine, 
roomy, substantial dwelling, and well fitted 
for the purpose for which it was erected. 
Almost every day fresh applications are 
made by very influential families, to have 
their children admitted to the Home. Al- 
ready there are nearly two hundred applicants 
for admission, of which only ten can be re- 
‘ceived. Believe me to remain, dear sir, 
yours in the bonds of the gospel, 

; W. FrepeRic CONNER. 


assist 


Brumana, Tenth mo. 10th, 1877 
To Eli Jones:—Thy dear letter and the 
Epistle from New England Yearly Meeting 
are at hand. We feel very thankful for this 
precious Epistle, as well as for thy letter. 
I shall soon send some olive and cedar 
}wood-work. The work which we have 
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| 
finished is much better done than they do it 
at Jerusalem, therefore I think it will please 
our dear friend Charles Taber, and others. | 
Nearly all the cedars of Mount Lebanon | 
have been cut down long ago, in the time of 
King Solomon and afterwards, so that we 
have great trouble in getting cedar wood 
from Lebanon, and for which I have to pay 
a great deal of money. Cedar is much more 
precious here than olive wood. 

The different branches of our mission are 
much blessed, and the work in general is 
going on very satisfactory. 

Mv dear wife and all the teachers, especi- 
ally Hanni Ferah and Ibrahim Tasso, send 
their love to thee and all our Friends whom 
we often remember in our prayers. Thy 
affectionate fellow-worker, 

Tu. WALDMEIER. 


MINUTE OF INDIANA YEARLY MEETING 
ON THE STATE OF SOCIETY. 

The public worship of God should be es- 
teemed as both a privilege and a duty, and 
the neglect of it lies at the foundation of 
many of the defects which exist among us. 
Our meetings are different from those of 
other Christian professors, in that we have 
no person who is looked to as a leader, and 
the presence or absence of some recorded 
minister of the gospel should not affect the 
attendance. We should assemble to “ wait 
upon God’’—not in that listless kind of 
waiting in which the mind wanders upon 
the affairs of life, but in that earnest ex- 
pectation and living prayer and faith which 
always bring a blessing. Such meetings 
are always a testimony to the headship of 
Christ in His church, and in them we should 
pray not only for ourselves but for each 
other. We need communion with God and 
His people to strengthen us for the duties of 
life. May all our young friends appreciate 
the field for usefulness which is offered to 
them in our religious society. One of the 
greatest of these is the recognition of the 
gifts of each member, whatever may be his 
station in life. These gifts should be exer- 
cised with reference to God and to each 
other. We are dependent upon each other 
and there must be order in the church, hence 
some restraint must be put upon the un- 
licensed exercise of these gifts. Needful 
care must be exercised by the church over 
its members, so that all things may be done 
decently and in order. Proper submission 
to the brethren should characterize all our 
members, and care should be taken by our 
subordinate meetings that none are sent out 
on gospel service who are not qualified and 
prepared by the Holy Spirit for the work in 
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which they engage. The more simp'e and 
less observed services of the church should 
not be neglected. We may be in danger, as 
a church, of becoming too loose and _ inde. 
pendent in cur action, and hence come to 
lack cohesion and the advantage of united 
effort. While it is a duty to engage in the 
work of the Lord, let every one remember 
that the daily routine duties of the church 
are essential, and that some are as much in 
their place while performing these as in any 
other work. We must not expect to live in 
a constant state of fervor and exhilaration. 
We need to abide in Christ, and our spirit- 
ual growth and strength are as much de- 
pendent upon the constant, steady perform. 
ance of all the daily duties of life as upon 
special occasions of spiritual] interest, much 
as we should value them. 

Our members should be looked after indi- 
vidually, and encouraged in the attendance 
of meetings and the performance of their re- 
ligious duties. Elders and overseers should 
feel that this duty specially devolves upon 
them. It is one of the greatest proofs of 
the wickedness of the human heart that evil 
reports are more readily listened to and cir- 
culated than good ones. Let our members 
carefully abstain from circulating evil re- 
ports. Life isa reality and full of duties, 
and we should not live in imagination only. 
He lives best who acts most nobly and most 
benefits his fellow-men. The duties of hon- 
esty and uprightness in dealings, prompt 
compliance with engagements, and the 
avoidance of all appearance of evil, of truth- 
fulness without deception, and of the faith- 
ful discharge of the every-day duties of 
life, are especially enforced ; without them, 
all our professions of Christianity will avail 
nothing. ‘By their fruits ye shall know 
them.” While good works do not save us, 
we are rewarded according to our deeds. 
“ See to it that ye wrong no man, although 
it appear to be never so much to your ad- 
vantage.” Our religion should make us 
better husbands, better fathers, more con- 
scientious and just in our dealings, and more 
upright in our lives. Let every one culti- 
vate the habit of self-reliance, looking per- 
sonally to Christ, and not live ina state 
of constant dependence upon others. 
We should become strong in Christ. Asan 
aid and strength in the daily duties of life, 
as well as an act of obedience to God, we 
believe that family worship is important, 
including not only Bible reading and silent 
prayer, but bowing the knees before God 
and making our wants known to Him in the 
presence of those dear to us. Not only the 
head of the family may be thus engaged, but 
often other members of it. It will be found 
‘a source of great blessing. 
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We should surround our children with the singing, and due subordination to the pro- 
fostering influence and protecting care of the | perly-constituted authority of the church 
church, take them with us to meetings| should be observed 
and Bible schools, restrain them from evil,| This meeting desires to extend a word of 
and train them up in moral and religious du-| earnest encouragement to all our churches, 
ties. The practice of allowing them to throughout the land, to go forward in the 
return home after Bible school, without at-| work of the Lord, seeking more wisdom 
tending meeting, we believe to be injurious. and a better understanding through the Holy 
They should generally be required to attend) Spirit The earth is still in darkness; we 
both, and thus the habit will be formed | are called to be the light of the world, and 
which will be valuable in after life. It is}to ‘‘go into all the world and preach the 
especially important that they should be| gospel to every creature.” ‘The Church is 
brought up to the regular and prompt at-| the bride, the Lamb’s wife, which He has 
tendance on public worship. See that they! purchased with His own blood. Its mis- 
are well supplied with useful books, and|sion is to represent Him, and to ‘teach 
especially, by precept and example, lead | them to observe all things whatsoever I 
them to the study of the Holy Scriptures,| have commanded you;” and we have his 
and carefully guard them from the pernicious | promise, ‘‘Lo, I am with you alway, even 
literature which so abounds in our land. unto the end of the world.” Seeing, then, 

Care should be taken to preserve the dig- | the need of individual and church consecra- 
nity and propriety of religious worship, and| tion to God, and a surrender of all that we 
to avoid all levity and disorder in our meet-| have and all that we are to his service, our 
ings for worship and discipline. Ministers) talents, influence, means, should all be set 
should be careful to avoid, in their communi- | aparttohis work. Weare not only the mem- 
cations, all ridiculous and ludicrous allu-| bers of Christ’s mystical body, but of His 
sions, remembering that such are apt to dis-| Church on earth, and the diversity of talent 
sipate the good impressions of their audi | and gifts is needed, and tends to build up His 
ence and neutralize the effects of their la-| Chureb. We should say to the world, 
bors. Every member should be willing to| “Come with us, and we will do you good,” 
take his part in the service of the church,| and by our lives should commend our pro- 
however humble —as such service tends to’ fession. Be not discouraged,but go forward, 
strengthen our Christian life. | ‘‘preach the word ; be instant in season, out 

In the revival of Christian life and ear | of season.” Let us also bear in mind the 
nesthess among us, many changes are taking'' necessity of building up the church, that the 
place, and care is needful that we do not, on! souls which may be brought to the Lord 
the one hand, retard and obstruct the work of| may be fed and nourished. The great 
Christ by an undue adhesion to old forms) thought of our individual accountability to 
and customs, or, on the other, give occasion! God should be deeply impressed upon all 
for offence by too little regard for the views | our friends. Let each one build up the 
and feelings of each other. ‘Above all! wall ‘ over against his own house.” The 
things, have fervent charity among your | wall was built because the people had a mind 
selves,” to work, and refused to listen to those who 

The singing of hymns in public worship} would impede it. No one can shift the 
is increasing among us, and care should be/| responsibility upon another; let each one be 
taken in its introduction, that unnecessary |engaged in the work which is laid upon 
offence is not given to any, and that the! him. 
practice is kept upon strictly apostolic) The meeting has been deeply interested 
ground—* I will sing with the spirit, and I| in the question of the suppression of impure 
will sing with the understanding also.” | literature and other evils connected with 
Robert Barclay says: ‘‘We confess this| immorality. Our Friends are encouraged to 
to be a part of God’s worship, and very | a faithful performance of personal duty in the 
sweet and refreshing when it proceeds from | suppression of these evils, so extended and 
a true sense of God’s love in the heart, and|so terrible. We rejoice at the efforts of 
arises from the divine influence of the|the Society for the Suppression of Im- 
Spirit.” morality, and extend to them words of 
_ Our views as to the freedom of the Spirit | hearty encouragement. 
in our meetings should not be carried so far | It is cause for regret that the statistics call- 
a8 to lead to unbridled liberty—and in all|ed for by this Meeting, have been so imper- 
things we should exercise good judgment | fectly furnished the present year. The atten- 
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and | tion of our subordinate meetings is called to 
the liberty which we allow should not be) the subject, and they are directed to see that 
permitted to be abused by indiscreet and un-| hereafter the reports are carefully and cor- 
Wise persons, either in speaking, prayer, or|rectly made. For this purpose a suitable 
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committee should be appointed early in the 
year, soas to allow ample time for the col- 
lection of the needful information. 


. 


HEALTH or Citres.—The deaths in Phila 
delphia for the week ending Eleventh mo. 
10th, were 241. Taking the population at 
800,000, the ratio of deaths was 15.6 for 
each 1000 of the inhabitants, annually. For 
the week ending Tenth mo. 27th, the rate 
for Edinburg, Scotland,was 21; for London, 
22; and those for the principal cities of 
Great Britain, varied from 18 for Brighton, 
to 27 for Liverpool, 28 for Manchester and 
for Telford 31. 


tab inl Gilles é 

Export OF AMERICAN BEEF AND Mot- 
TON.—Six steamers of the Anchor line have 
been provided with refrigerating apparatus 
for the transport of fresh meat across the 
Atlantic. Cattle ure brought by rail to the 
seaboard and killed the night before they 
are shipped. A current of cool air, driven 
by steam-power and kept up all night, sets 
the beef and extracts the animal heat. Car- 
vasses are then cut into quarters and placed 
in the refrigerating compartments of the 
vessels. These are hermetically sealed, 
and kept cool by masses of ice in the next 
rooms. Air circulates between the meat- 
rooms and the ice-rooms by means of tubes 
and a pumping engine. The temperature is 
kept down to 38°. A reduction to the freez- 
ing point would greatly injure the flavor of 
the meat. The transportation of live cattle 
cannot be maintained in competition with 
the dead-meat trade, which is enlarging rap- 
idly. Arrangements have been made to 
ship 200 carcasses per week to Glasgow 
alone. In cold weather the number will 
probably be increased. This is but a speci- 
men of what may be expected of this dead- 
meat trade, which is yet but in its infancy. 
—U. 8. Agricultural Report. 

> 


THE TORNADO IN CHESTER COUNTY, PA. 





(Continued from page 236.) 

After describing the intervening course of 
the storm, R. Darlington speaks of its effects 
upon his own home. In its progress to his 
house, a man had been carried two hundred 
yards, his jaw broken and other injuries in 
flicted; one woman was killed by the falling 
of the house in which she was; barns had 
been demolished, carriages and farm imple- 
ments carried off and never recovered; the 
water of streams whirled up into the air, and 
borne off by the whirling wind; and even 
the track of a railway was torn up for a 
considerable distance. Both forest and 
orchard trees were overthrown or whirled 
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up by the roots. He thus recounts its ap. 
pearance and destructive effects upon his 
own property, Ercildoun Seminary, a four. 
story structure suited to the accommodation 
of fifty pupils. 

I now come to that locality over which 
my own observation extended, and concern- 
ing which I can speak with a good degree 
of accuracy. The southern half of the vil. 
lage of Ercildoun came next in the track of 
the stormcloud. This village contains 
about twenty dwellings. 

My school bad been vacated three days 
before, and all the pupils, together with their 
baggage, had gone. We felt, on that after. 
noon, a full sense of relief from responsi- 
bility and care. About 3 o’clock in the 
afternoon, while engaged in reading, I was 
informed by my wife that an unusual rum. 
bling and loud noise could be heard in the 
west. I remarked that it must be a thun- 
derstorm and nothing more. The loud roar, 
however, continued, and became clearer and 
more distinct. I arose hastily, took a posi- 


ition and listened to the sound. Ina few 


moments my mother-in-law, who resides with 
us, called to me in a loud voice to come to 
tke west window on the main hall of the 
second story. I hurried thither, and on 
looking towards the west saw the great storm 
cloud approaching, distant at that time per- 
haps half a mile, and coming over the level 
plain of the intervening fields. It wasa 
novel and terrible sight to behold. The 
great conical mass seemed to be carrying 
along with it the timbers and burning em- 
bers of a barn on fire; vast masses of dirt 
and other dark objects appeared to be also 
in motion and coming directly towards my 
school buildings. No time must be lost; 
the whole establishment might blow away ; 
but in any event the safest place seemed to 
be the basement story. Thither I asked my 
family to go immediately ; they did so, On 
reaching the story immediately above the 


| basement I halted, passed to the front porch, 


and took a position for observation, thinking 
that possibly our plans for safety would 
have to be modified. In afew moments the 
cloud struck the building; it came appa- 
rently with the force of two or three bat- 
teries of artillery, and the question was 
about to be decided whether the brick walls 
could stand the shock; if they could not, 
our lives must be sacrificed. It was all over 
in less than one minute. [ had withdrawn 
toa front room on the first heavy fall of 
brick through the porch roof, for the upper 
story seemed to be coming down bodily upon 
the lower floors. After it was over I stepped 
to the east end of that part of the porch 
which was remaining, and viewed the situa- 


tion; it was enough to sadden the stoutest 
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heart. Nota solitary building without was 
standing; the fourth story of the Seminary 
was completely gone. Our new dwelling 
house was in course of erection and was 
nearly completed. Although it was a large 
structure, thirty-six by fifty feet, not a ves- 
tige of it remained above the cellar walls; 
even these were partially overthrown. My 
barn, carriage-house and stable, together with 
every other out-building, were nowhere to be 
seen. Such a sight was never witnessed in 
this part of the country. The horses were 
atill alive, though one of them, which had 
been in the barn, was gasping for life more 
than fifty yards from the building, and was 
badly mutilated; the other appeared unhurt, 
having kept just outside of the storm track. 
The cow, which had been grazing in the pas- 
ture field adjoining, had been lifted up bodily 
by the revolving mass and was thrown over 
a hedge twenty feet high, and was dead—the 
fall having probably killed her. The three 
hogs upon the premises looked as though 
they had crawled out of the earth, for they 
were covered with dirt; they seemed to 
breathe with the greatest difficulty and one 
of them soon died. About fifty chickens 
were lying around dead. The beautiful lawn 


in front of the Seminary, containing thirty | 


varieties of trees and ornamental shrubbery, 
was badly damaged, more than half of the 


trees being either twisted off or uprooted. | 


Not a fence could be seen anywhere. I 
turned away from the sad and sickening 
scene. The storm had broken nearly every- 
thing; the ground in all directions was 
covered with timber and with the débris of 
buildings and of trees. 


Some strange incidents occurred in connec- | 
tion with the destruction of property. Three | 


carriages within the same building had their 
wheels deposited at different points of the 
compass, more than one hundred yards dis- 
tant from the building and from each other. 
The spokes and axles were mostly gone. 
The buildings had been covered with tin, and 
this tin roof was found in every direction at 
an almost equal radius from its former loca. 
tion. In several instances the roofing mate- 
rial was interwoven with branches of trees, 
and was wound around the same two or three 
times. A large apple tree had been carried 
more than one hundred yards. A chestnut 
tree of huge dimensions in the front lawn had 
been stripped of nearly all its foliage, but had 
not been overthrown. 


in the neighboring forests, torn into shreds. 
The upper section of a pump at the new 
dwelling had been lifted bodily into the air 
and deposited without the building. The 
grain in the barn, used for feeding the horses, 
was sown by the storm over more than half 


Over a hundred quilts | 
and blankets from the Seminary were lodged 
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an acre of ground, and asserted its presence 
by a new and rapid growth. Most of the 
evergreen trees on the lawn were broken off 
and the tops carried away. The apple trees 
in every case, however, were uprooted. The 
growing potatoes in one of my fields lost their 
green tops, the bare ground alone re- 
maining. Five hundred dollars’ worth of 
school furniture in the upper story of the 
Seminary, was carried away and entirely de- 
stroyed. 

An immense quantity of letters that had 
been stored immediately under the roof of 
the building were blown away, many of which 
were found by persons living ten miles dis- 
tant. A hedge along the northern side of the 
Seminary property, nearly twenty feet high, 
had the appearance, after the storm, of hav- 
ing been overrun by an immense flood. 
About a hundred loads of material of every 
character and description were strewn around 
the premises, and were gathered up after the 
storm. Several tons of hay that had been 
stored away in the barn, were blown away, 
and not a vestige of it could be seen any- 
where. The timbers of the new dwelling 
were not only scattered around, but were 
shattered so effectually that an entire piece of 
lumber could with difficulty be found. Pil- 
lars of brick weighing several tons were 
rolled out of their places near the top of the 
Seminary, and were buried in the earth to a 
considerable depth. Some of the school 
books were carried away for four miles or 
more, and were safely deposited near the 
farm-houses in the surrounding country.” 

(To be concluded.) 


> 


WHOM I SERVE. 


Jesus, Master, whom I serve, 
Though so feebly and so ill, 
Strengthen hand, and heart, and nerve, 
All thy bidding to fulfil ; 
Open Thou mine eyes to see 
All the work Thou hast for me. 


Lord, Thou needest not, I know, 
Service such as I can bring: 

Yet I long to prove and show 
Full allegiance to my King. 

Thou an honor* art to me, 

Let me be a praise to Thee. 


Jesus, Master, wilt Thou use 
One who owes Thee more than all ? 
As Thou wilt! I would not choose, 
Only let me hear Thy call. 
Jesus! let me always be 
In Thy service glad and free. 


FRANCIS RIDLEY HAVERGAL. 


*See marginal reading of 1 Peter ii. 7. 


— oe 
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just 


to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.—1 John, 1, 9. 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS. 
FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.—Advices from Europe 
are to the 26th ult, 


THE EASTERN WAR.—The account of the capture 
of Kars is confirmed. With the fortress, the city, with 
300 cannon, stores, ammunition, and about 10,000 
prisoners, fell into the hands of the Russians. Their 
army afterward advanced toward Erzeroum, and the 
commander summoned Moukhtar Pasha to surrender 
that place, but it is said that the Sultan had ordered it 
to be held to the last extremity. 

In Bulgaria, a severe conflict took place near the 
Lom river, on the roth ult., when a Turkish force 
temporarily occupied, and partly destroyed the Russian 
outposts at Pirgos, but were finally repulsed, the en- 
gagement lasting nine hours. The Roumanians, onthe 
21st, captured Rahova, on the Danube, below Widin, 
after a three days’ fighting. 

Martial law has been proclaimed throughout the 
frontier provinces of Servia. It is reported that a for- 
mal declaration of war is expected speedily 

FRANCE.—The Chamber of Deputies, on the 2oth, 
passed by a vote of 297 to 210, a motion to the effect | 
that in view of the doctrines enunciated by the Duke 
de Broglie on the previous day, the Chamber, being | 
Fesolved to maintain its prerogatives against encroach. | 
ment, adjourned the discussion on the validity of the 
election of a member who was Under Secretary in the 
Ministry of the Interior, until the committee on elec- 
toral abuses should report on his action respecting 
official candidatures. The resignation of the Cabinet 
was officially announced on the 20th. The bureaux of 
the Chamber elected the Budget committee, all the 
members of which belong to the Left, and that com- 
mittee chose Gambetta as its president. It is thought 
the Chamber may refuse to vote the Budget, so long as 
the President’s policy remains unchanged. 

The list of the new Ministers was published on the 
23d. None of them are members of either branch of 
the Legislature, and all are Consezvatives in their 
political views. The A/omiteur declared that the new 
Ministry would avoid all political discussion, devoting 
itself solely to the public business, and would ask the 
two Chambers to adopt a similar course, and thus es- 
tablish a truce ftom discussions which disturb trade. 
On the 24th, the new Ministers appeared before the 
Chambers, and in each body one of them made a state- 
ment that they had been chosen as outside of political 

struggle; that they would faithfully observe the law, 
and afford the President support to facilitate commerce 
and the preparations for the Exposition ; and that they 
should respect and require respect for the republican 
laws. They hoped for the co-operation of tne~Cham- | 
bers in the work of appeasement. In the Chamber of 
Deputies, a motion that the Chamber considers the com- | 
position of the Ministry a denial of the national rights | 





| 
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interests of the Papacy. It is thought a council of re 
gency may be appointed. 

An eminent ecclesiastic of Rome, “ Father ”’ Curci, 
was recently expelled from the order of the Jesuits, at 
the desire, it is said, of the Pope, on account of a letter 
written by him in 1875, and lately published, in which 
he advised that the Pope should content himself with 
his spiritual authority as head of the Roman Catholic 
church, and not seek to regain his temporal power, 
which in fact has been wholly lost. 

CHINA.—The first railroad constructed in China, 
eleven miles long, leading to Wo >sung, which was 
very recently completed, has been purchased by the 
government, which is taking up the rails. 

Mexico.—Advices, both official and unofficial, it is 
said, show that President Diaz is desirous of treating 
our government with respect, and preserving peace on 
the Rio Grande border, where much uneasiness pre- 
vails on account of marauding expeditions by Indians 
and Mexicans. Diaz has ordered a considerable mili- 
tary force to that frontier, part of which has already 
arrived at the mouth of the river. The purpose is said 
to be to restrain lawless Mexicans, and also, probably, 
to repel invasion of Mexico by U. S. troops, should 
such a course be attempted. Gen. Ord, commander 
of the U.S. forces in that department, remains near 
the border, watching the course of events. Some 
fears are entertained of collision between Mexican and 
U. S. troops. 

DoMestTiIc.—Heavy rains in Maryland and Virginia, 
on the 23d and 24th, caused the rivers to rise suddenly 
to a greater height than at anytime since 1870. Much 
damage to railroad and other property resulted. At 
Richmond, Va., at 8 P. M., of the 25th, the water was 
more than 18 inches above the mark of 1870, being 


| nearly 25 feet above ordinary high tide; it remained 
| Stationary for three hours, and then receded. The 
| lower part of the city was submerged, the water being 


from six to eight feet deep.in some streets. Part of a 
bridge was carried away. In Baltimore, Md., the 
flooding of Jones’ Falls caused some damage. Along 
the Potomac, between Cumberland and Harper's 
Ferry, the railroad was in some places ten feet under 
water. 

The U. S. iron steamer Huron, which left Hampton 
Roads on the 23d, bound for the West Indies on sur- 
veying business, encountered a violent storm ou'side of 
Cape Henry, and was driven ashore on the morning of 
the 24th, 75 miles S. of Cape Henry, and about two 
miles from a Life-saving Station near Oregon Inlet. 
Efforts were made to give assistance, but failed. Of 
139 persons on board, only 34 are known to have been 
saved, and the vessel was broken up. It is said that 
the “danger signal ’’ was displayed at Norfolk at the 
time of the departure of the Huron. 

The Directors of the Permanent Exhibition at Phila- 
delphia have closed the building on First-days, begin- 


of parliamentary law, and cannot enter into relations| ning with the 25th ult. 


with it, was adopted, by 323 votes to 208. President | 
MacMahon, later, publicly declared in favor of a policy 
of resistance on his part. 

Spain.—It is announced from Vittoria that the Alava 
Junta has refused to vote taxes, thus nullifying the re- 
cent royal decree which subjected the Basque Prov- 
inces to the same direct taxes as the remainder of Spain. 
The Governor consequently dissolved the Junta; the 
provincial delegates resigned, and the royal authorities 
were endeavoring to form another Provincial Council. 


GERMANY.—It is stated that the governments of | 


Germany and the United States have entered into ne- 
gotiations for a mutual naturalization treaty to super- 
sede the treaties now in force with the separate Ger- 
man States. 

ITaLy.—The Pope is very ill, unable to attend to his 
public duties, and Cardinal Simeoni, his Prime Minis- 
ter, has asked the cardinals to confer with him on the 


ConGRESS.—The House bill authorizing the free 
coinage of the silver dollar, and restoring its legal ten- 
| der character, has been reported to the Senate from its 
Finance Committee, with amendments. A resolution 
to discharge the Committee on Elections from further 
consideration of the credentials of M. C. Butler, claim- 
| ing a seat from South Carolina, was before the Senate on 
the 21st and 22d. Motions made by Republicans to 
| lay it on the table, to substitute the name of Kellogg, 
“of La., for Butler’s, and to include with his case those 
of Kellogg and Spofford, of La., and Corbin, of S. C., 
were severally rejected by close votes, and the Senate 
then adjourned to the 26th. The House passed 4 
second Deficiency Appropriation bill; and on the 234 
ult., by a vote of 133 to 120, passed the bill repealing 
that part of the resumption act which authorized the 
Secretary of the Treasury to dispose of U.S. bonds, 
and redeem and cancel legal tender notes 





